The use of oil fuel for boiler furnaces has been gradually making its way for a good many years past; partly owing to the steadily rising price of coal, partly to the greater convenience of oil-burning, and A is the jet, and B and C represent the air cone, B being the actual cone whose position can be regulated with reference to C, while D above the jet and D below are louvres, through which air enters, passes up through openings in the cone, and mixes with the jet. With the air system, air tinder pressure is employed to drive the oil fuel through the jet, to atomise it as it passes into the boiler furnace, and to mix with it, furnishing the necessary oxygen for combustion as soon as the fuel and the air enter the furnace.
In the steam system a jet of steam does the same thing with the oil, atomising it and driving it into the furnace as in the air-pressure system. With this system air has to be supplied independently, and the steam for the jet is taken from the boiler. 
